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Summary

Africa: 53 Countries, One Union

The Bologna Conference on ‘Africa 53 Countries, @m&n’, had a great attendance both in level
and number of participants. Over 50 political leadend experts on African issues from all over
the world were able to offer their contributiom the discussion, and about 350 attended as

observers.

This document summarizes the background of the &ente, the main items presented, and the

conclusions with plans for future work within adaly agreed roadmap.
Background
African states face great challenges to their ktalaind security.

In response to them, African leaders have builtartgmt common institutions. In particular, they
have emphasized an approach predicated on buildoeks — starting at the sub-regional and

moving into regional levels, and then gradually mguowards a continental structure.

Nonetheless there is still significant room for noyement. It has become very clear that only by
overcoming the present political and economic fragtation, Africa can move ahead towards
further peace, development and prosperity.

Most developed countries have a great respongiliditthe current situation, having always dealt
with African states on strictly bilateral basis kwvito attention for any continental approach. Now it
is the time to develop a more meaningful strategiationship with African Institutions, (African
Union ‘in primis’) starting from the European Uniothe United States, emerging powers like
China , and the United Nations.

Achieving this objective requires improved coordioa and depends from the strengthening and
deepening of the existing mechanisms. This iscAfs own vision and it should be supported.

Remarkable progress has been made along thignlitneirecent past, but as the participants of the
Conference underlined, many challenges remain cur8g, Trade, Infrastructure and their tight

connection with Investments and Development.
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Security

The priority must be active conflict managementreate a stable and secure environment at the
national, regional, and continental levels. Theigsin Security and Peace Architecture is being
established including important contributions frahe African Union, ECOWAS, SADC, and
other organizations. Nevertheless, it lacks resmsurlt also lacks coherent external support.

Moreover, conflict prevention through Early Warnisgstem should be strengthened since it can
avoid military confrontation altogether.

The nexus between peace and development is veawy cle

Conflict management to create a secure environimsdniportant and yet by itself is not enough.
Indeed without development there will be no stapilAs the Prodi Report underlined, peace on

the African continent cannot be achieved throughdiéployment of military force alone.

A second tier of interest encompasses, therefaaamic concerns related to trade, investment,

infrastructures.
Trade

Although in the future Africa will have to reducts idependence upon development aid, it is
important to remember that we need to embraceipslihat do not harm African development.
The key is to have open markets and to avoid malisébrtions that would impede development
in the future. Here integration might be a potdrgtution. Africa has a long history of integratio
and regional initiatives. Indeed, most countrigAfrica are engaged in more than one regional
initiative. There are also multiple initiative8Vhat is striking is that despite this long history,
trade flows remain very low in comparison with otlexamples of intra-regional trade. If you
look at the period from 2005-2008, you will findathintra-Africa trade is low in aggregate. So

what steps have to be put into place to incredsa-African trade across the boards?

From this point of view, if you think of the cost mon-Europe, the costs of non-Africa are very
high. It is a worthy goal to try to implement Afan integration because the economic barriers are

very high. We need to keep in mind the economitivas for integration - not only within Africa,
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but with the rest of the world as well. We needrtorease market access. This is the key to

competitiveness and productivity growth.

The question of intra-African trade is very impaoitta But what are the constraints? One of the
problems is the cross-border movement of peoplegmudls. We need to address these cross-
border movements because they increase the cdstraf business and trade.

I nfrastructur e and I nvestments

There will be non sustainable development in Africa the absence of infrastructure.
Infrastructure is not a target; it is a means afumng the costs of production and attract
investments. We know that Africa is rich in energgources and other capacities. Geography is
not the real problem. The real issue is that Afscinfrastructures suffer from a governance
problem. Even compared to other low income caemitiAfrica has a huge infrastructure deficit
in terms of Insufficient supply of electricity lpw road and rails density. Moreover, this
infrastructure gap is widening. If you comparewnith South Asia, you can see how Africa is

falling behind in almost every dimension.
There are three things that we can do about imfretsire.

First, you need clear priorities, which should kerided according to the principle of African
ownership. There is a plan that has been set bgfiiean Union to create trans-African networks

and this needs to be followed.

Second, money is important but good governmentén enore important. If you do not have
security of transaction or protection of propertyou cannot benefit from infrastructural
investment. We need to improve policy and regoieti According to a variety of studies of the
four major transport corridors in Africa, if yowdk at the costs, you will find that vehicle
operating costs are no higher than anywhere dlke.transport prices, however, are the highest in
the world. The explanation is the high profit masyithat are protected by barriers to market

entry. The one country that did deregulate — Rwwandaw a 75% drop in the price of transport.

Third, we need to combine targeted aid and privegeurces together. This involves a high level
of planning, understanding, and certainty. Herewlsere regional integration or coordinated

policies might play an important role in the deytent and stability of the African continent.

Via Santo Stefano 140 - 40125 Bologna, ltalia - C.F. 02534651209 - Tel. +39 051 227609 - Fax +39 051 264813 - fondazione@fondazionepopoli.org - www.fondazionepopoli.org



Fondazione per la Collaborazione tra i Popoli
Foundation for World Wide Cooperation

Presidente Romano Prodi

Finally, education is key for human, social andregnic development. On this topic there is
already agreement among African leaders on whatsneebe done. Now it is time to implement
it.

Conclusions and Follow up.

In order to face these challenging issues, thdggaaihts to the conference have agreed that we
need to accelerate and strengthen the ongoinggs@éé\frican integration.

The Foundation for World Wide Cooperation is fullyare of the relevant work carried on by of
the African Union and by African regional organipats. This important work should, however,
benefit from a sort of ‘pentagonal dialogue’ amdhg UN, AU, EU, USA, China, which was

agreed at the conference in Bologna.

In view of the future conferences, already planmetlVashington in 2011 and Addis Abeba in
2012, the Foundation proposes to organize a genangparatory meeting of high level
representatives of the five parties involved (gugsn Addis Ababa) in the fall of 2010. This
should help in launching, before the 2011 Washimgtonference, more technical workshops
related to each issues highlighted during the agenfee in Bologna. Because this line of action
has raised significant interests among the fivgigminvolved, the Foundation for World Wide

Cooperation will work to implement it.
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