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Intervento alla III Conferenza 

"Africa: 54 countries, one union"

Prime Minister Meles Zenawi,

Deputy Chairman of AU Commission, Erastus Mwencha

EU Commissioner Andris Piebalgs,

Professor Prodi,

Ladies and gentlemen,

I am very pleased to be here today and I extend a warm greeting to the distinguished guests who share this honour with me. 

I am especially grateful to Professor Prodi and his Foundation for World Wide Cooperation for convening this conference. I had the privilege to attend the previous edition of this event in Washington last year, and I remember very well our fruitful debate on that occasion. Professor Prodi's name is a synonym of genuine engagement in fostering peace in Africa. The farsighted policies he implemented, both as President of the EU Commission and as Italian Prime Minister, gained him the sincere appreciation of the African people. I am thinking of the European and Italian Peace Facilities, that have been supporting initiatives for peace and security in Africa. And I would also like to mention the “Prodi Panel”, which has provided UN members with useful food for thought on peacekeeping in Africa. 

Africa in the new world order

Ladies and gentlemen,

Africa has transformed itself from being an “object” to a “subject” of international politics. A new world order, which has long been germinating, is now emerging. Africa has all the requirements to play its cards to best effect and make its voice heard. 

This is good news. We will succeed in pulling through the current global economic crisis. You are all aware of the effort Prime Minister Monti has been making to put Italy and Europe back on track. Now is the time to reaffirm our unwavering commitment to better global governance. Italy has always believed in multilateralism and expects Africa to have a say in international affairs. That is why we have been striving to make the UN a more representative and more accountable organisation. Although some pivotal issues (as the reform of Security Council) still need to be addressed, considerable steps forward have been taken: the adoption of the “Millennium Development Goals”; the endorsement of the “responsibility to protect” principles; the establishment of the Human Rights Council and the Peace-building Commission.

The AU, guardian of peace

Last year in Washington, commenting on the “Arab Spring”, I pointed out that the wind of change has also brought with it a wave of turbulence. This is still true, as recent events in critical regions like the Sahel or the Horn of Africa show. We observe with deep concern long-standing disputes, religious extremism, climate change, humanitarian catastrophes.
A culture of unity in peace must be consolidated in Africa. The instrument to accomplish this fundamental task cannot be other than the African Union, entrusted to keep watch over peace and create the best conditions for development. 

In their long history of fierce rivalries, the countries of Europe experienced periods of spontaneous, non-organised peace. But those periods were only the prelude to more conflicts. If the words unity and prosperity have replaced war in the vocabulary of the EU member states, it is because we have been tirelessly building an institutional framework of organised peace. I am sure that the African Union will ultimately achieve the same result.

Italy is on your side. We have always been a staunch supporter of the AU’s peace and security agenda. Together with the US, we are backing the operational capacity of the Somali security forces. We are sustaining AMISOM, in the knowledge that true ownership begins with a nation’s ability to secure its territory and protect its people. We are supporting the AU High Level Implementation Panel’s mediation efforts between Sudan and South Sudan. 

Peace and development are indissolubly intertwined. For Italy, Africa as a whole is a top priority: for the last 4 years more than 50% of the development aid grants allocated by Italy have been devoted to Mediterranean and Sub-Saharan Africa. Africa ranks high in the “L’Aquila Food Security Initiative”, promoted by the G8 in 2009, under the Italian Presidency. Italy is a leading donor in initiatives promoting global health, such as Advance Market Commitments.

Within the EU we strongly advocate a European Neighbourhood Policy with a special focus on African partner countries. Some inseparable core values are thoroughly embedded in ENP: social and economic development, the rule of law, human rights, respect for the environment, and international security. Italy urges the EU to vigorously pursue this comprehensive approach, that is beginning to bear fruit.

My neighbours’ well-being is my well-being: this is the essential lesson of the European Union. And in these words lies the reason for forging a strong strategic partnership between Europe and Africa. Since the adoption of a Joint EU-Africa Strategy in 2007, we have abandoned the old donor-recipient approach and promoted strong EU support for African integration and political dialogue on an equal footing. 

Italy, as the natural bridge between the two shores of the Mediterranean, has played – and will always play – a key role in fostering closer relationships with Africa, based on solidarity, mutual understanding and respect.

Integration is an engine of development

Ladies and gentlemen,

Integration is a powerful engine of development. Economic interdependence makes war technically impossible. This was the simple assumption of the founding fathers of the European integration (Schuman, De Gasperi, Adenauer, Spaak). 

This tenet applies to Africa too. Intra-African trade currently makes up only about 10 percent of its total trade (the figure for the EU is more than 60 percent). Intra-African trade will boost growth, by creating economies of scale and facilitating the transfer of technology. The removal of institutional and regulatory barriers is a necessary but not sufficient condition for this process. Infrastructural development is crucial: it expands energy, labour and goods markets and makes productive sectors more dynamic.

In recent years the African Union has undertaken enormous advances in the fields of integration and development: the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), the Pan-African University (PAU), the decision to establish a Continental Free Trade Area by 2017.

Despite the current financial crisis, infrastructural integration and development must be at the top of our agenda, together with the need for more transparency and accountability in business and the promotion of modern public-private partnerships. 

Integration is a barrier against the dark side of globalisation 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Some new problems are affecting all of us. Sectarian hatred, terrorism and piracy have found fertile ground in Africa as a result of state failure and insufficient development. We must address them as top priorities, if we do not want the dark side of globalisation to prevail.

Piracy in the Indian Ocean is especially worrisome and Italy has suffered the consequences of several episodes of this scourge. We are all victims of piracy, not only western citizens and interests but also African countries whose land and waters are used to commit these crimes. Only a multilateral framework of cooperation can help to overcome this new global security challenge, responding to actual threats and strengthening prevention mechanisms in a coordinated manner. Such a framework is essential and must be based on good faith and full respect of international law.

Sectarian hatred and violence must end. Ethnic and religious minorities are often discriminated against, depriving society as a whole of the richness of diversity. Italy advocates increased legal safeguards and better education that will help to shape a more inclusive society.

Regional and sub-regional African organisations can decisively contribute to raising awareness on these phenomena. Integration also means adopting a convergent approach to the world’s main challenges. As Ghana’s first President, Kwame Nkrumah, said after his country gained its independence in 1957: “The greatest contribution that Africa can make to the peace of the world is to avoid all the dangers inherent in disunity”. More than 50 years have passed but unity remains a guarantee in the pursuit of peace in the 21st century also.
Thank you. 

