Remarks by USAU Ambassador Michael Battle and Third Annual Prodi Conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. May 3-4, 2012. 


Thank you for the opportunity to address the group today during this third annual conference on Africa, under the theme of 54 Countries, One Union. Thank you to our sponsors, the Foundation for World Wide Cooperation, the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, and Johns Hopkins University.  

I extend thanks to our presenters and panelists of academics, diplomats, and policy makers whose expertise andenlightening presentations allow for frank and informative discussions on topics of great importance to the AU and its partners, as we make note of the AU’s progress and address the challenges that still lie ahead of us. 

Moreover, I would like to personally thank former Prime Minister Romano Prodi for once again, convening all of us for another series of intellectual and pragmatic discussions on how to move forward with uniting the African continent around a common goal.
I am pleased to have been selected to co-chair this discussion on Peace, Security, and Development with a very distinguished friend and colleague, UN Office to the African Union Ambassador Zachary Muita. Our offices, UNOAU and USAU, have been committed partners to the African Union and its Member States, and I hope that our work during this conference and our discussions with each of you will allow us to continue to move forward in our support of the African continent. 
Peace and security are essential preconditions for economic development.  Markets cannot flourish when there is continued violence and the lack of rule of law.  People cannot constitute livelihoods under threat of violence or without access to a functioning justice system.  The UN and the AU have recognized this fact in dozens of statements, resolutions, and communiqués.  We must now work to ensure that our joint peace and security efforts can create the conditions for economic development.  It is equally important that economic development take hold in post-conflict societies, as we have seen that a lack of economic growth can lead to a return to violent conflict.

Former Nigerian President Obasanjo stated at the Tana High Level Forum on Security in Africa in Bahir Dar, Ethiopia that Peace and security are the foundation of economic development and good governance. 
President Obasanjo mentioned the challenges of the Arab Spring, Mali, Guinea Bissau, and Somalia as important issues needing free open discussion among African Leaders and Partners. He further stated that Sudan (Sudan and South Sudan) provide a case study of state fragility. In such fragile context there is neither peace, security, stability nor a climate for development.
The African Union and the individual 54 Countries have shared responsibility to assure that there is a set of universal transcending laws that protect the human and civil rights of all people, both citizens and non citizens living in the space of the state.
The United States, through USAU, has dedicated significant resources to supporting the AU’s peace and security programs.  We believe that an environment of peace, security and stability are necessary conditions for sustained development and investment.
The U.S. has assisted the African Standby Force, a pan African military corps, as it works to become fully operational and has also contributed resources and expertise to the on-going development of a sound comprehensive maritime strategy. We are assisting ECOWAS and ECCAS in developing a Memorandum of Understanding which will enable them to share resources and coordinate efforts to stem illicit activities in their respective maritime domains.  It will also serve as a template for other RECs as they look to share resources and benefit from working together to achieve common goals. In addition, training is a significant component of U.S. support to AU peace and security initiatives, including workshops on strategic communications, conflict monitoring and analysis, and military planning.  

The AUC’s Peace and Security Commission (PSC) plays a major role in assisting to further the AU’s efforts to protect human and people’s rights – a principal objective of its founding ten years ago.  Under the Responsibility to Protect Initiative, the AU has the authority to intervene in Member States’ internal affairs, as appropriate. I believe the AU takes this responsibility very seriously. 

The AU’s decision to declare the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) a terrorist organization, along with the implementation of the AU’s Regional Cooperation Initiative against the Lord’s Resistance Army (RCI-LRA), and the appointment of an Interim Special Envoy for the LRA Issue illustrate that the AU is better poised to engage with regional partners in the field to strengthen information sharing, enhance coordination and planning, and improve the overall effectiveness of military and civilian operations between LRA-affected member states.  

Since 2007, the AU has remained engaged with the ongoing effort in Somalia.  Through AMISOM, the AU has made significant contributions toward supporting the transitional governmental structures, implementing a national security plan, and assisting in the creation of a stable and secure environment for the Somali people and surrounding nations.  The expanding capabilities of the AMISOM, along with the welcoming of Kenyan and other African forces, and a very productive conference in London, will continue to encourage the involvement of AU partners and other international actors in the creation of a lasting political framework for Somalia. 
During this time of heightened tension between Sudan and South Sudan, and military coups in Mali and Guinea-Bissau, the AU Peace and Security Council has come out strong against all instances of open conflict and unconstitutional changes in government, seeking ways to mobilize African actors and the international community in developing sustainable and lasting peace across the continent.  
Again, thank you the conference organizers and participants, who have allowed us to come together for discussions on how best to move forward with developing long-term solutions.  Conferences such as this create the avenues necessary to facilitate meaningful discussions on many pressing issues, issues which affect each of us. 
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