Peace, Security and Development
Talking Points

1. The peace-security-development nexus has long been discussed, debated and there seems to be some measure of consensus on the intrinsic linkages and relationships. That is, the promotion of peace and security provides a space for the pursuit of development agenda and vice-versa. 
2. Despite this realization, the quest for sustainable peace and human security pose severe challenges to the African continent and beyond. There are still persistent intra-state and inter-state conflicts (such as the DRC) despite the commitment of African political leaders to stem the tide through regional and sub-regional interventions. There are also sporadic violence caused by various factors (such as the North African uprising, military coups such as the recent events in Mali and Guinea-Bissau) and; ‘new’ and emerging threats (such as electoral violence, terrorism, climate change adaptation and security, and maritime safety and security).
3. These challenges are enormous, sometimes unconventional threats and therefore require a system-wide collaboration especially between the United Nations and the African Union to address these security challenges. The 2008 Prodi Report on the comprehensive review of peacekeeping in all its aspects signaled both a recognition and significance of strengthening existing relationship and promoting a more strategic partnership between the AU and UN in the area of peace and security.
4. This conference Africa: 54 countries, one Union provides a unique opportunity and is a significant contribution to the debate on peace and security in Africa and how to enhance AU-UN partnership in addressing the prevailing security threats that this continent is confronted with. The organization of this conference by Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars and SAIS-John Hopkins University in collaboration with the AU Commission, UN Economic Commission for Africa and the United Nations Office to the AU is a clear demonstration of the coming together of relevant stakeholders including think-tanks and regional organisations in moving the peace, security and development agenda forward. 
5. I would like to draw your attention to five main issues from a policy research perspective on how to deal with challenges of peace-security-development nexus that require institutional interventions.
a. A shift from norm setting to norm implementation: International and regional institutions have made much progress in developing normative framework for addressing security threats through the development of international treaties, conventions painstakingly conceived, negotiated, developed and concluded by these organisations. Yet, the paradox is that while these normative frameworks and regime are in place, there have been severe breaches which have either not prevented or addressed the threats to security and development in Africa. Recent events in Mali and Guinea-Bissau for example occurred in the heels of the ratification of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance.   
b. Predictability, Sustainable and Dependable Funding Structure: A major challenge on how to promote peace and security in Africa is the aspiration towards a more sustainable, predictable and dependable funding. It is quite disappointing that the AU is still largely dependent on donor support which amidst the changing nature of the international political economy (including the Euro crisis) has become unpredictable, unsustainable and undependable on the long run. The political will of AU member states to broaden its resource and find alternative sources of funding would be an antidote for turning this into a reality.
c.  Intra-and Inter Institutional Collaboration: Much have been (and still being) discussed about the need for a more strategic and political partnership between the AU and the UN. Little has however been done on the need to promote intra-departmental collaboration within the AU. The emerging African Governance Architecture (AGA) and, its synergy with the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) must be supported and reinforced through collaboration between the AU Department of Political Affairs and the Peace and Security Department of the AU respectively. 
d. Unconventional threats requires, unconventional and multidimensional interventions: The ‘new’ and emerging security threats aforementioned demands more innovative and system-wide or multidimensional interventions. The conflict-centric framework of Africa’s security regime must be revisited and adapted to accommodate and effectively address these new threats. This is an aspect that will require further intellectual compass. The ISS, has begun research in this area and it is important that we continue to pursue this research path with other related organisations on how to move our continent from negative or NO peace to positive peace.
e. New Research Areas for Policy Intervention (Specific reference to Climate Change Adaptation and Conflict): Research and policy attention is gradually being drawn to the relationship between climate change adaptation and conflict. For instance, a recent United States Institute for Peace special report documents the basic causal mechanism that links climate change with violence in Nigeria. This same trend has been manifested in other parts of sub-Saharan Africa including Chad as recently echoed by President Idris Deby. The growth of research in this area should be followed by robust policy interventions that will protection population at risks.
Thank you all for listening.
