
	United Nations

Office to the African Union  
	[image: image1.png]



	Bureau des Nations Unies 

Auprès de l’Union Africaine

	
	 UNOAU
	


Opening Remarks by Zachary Muburi-Muita,
Special Representative of the
Secretary-General to the African Union
Africa: 54 Countries, One Union

Addis Ababa, 3-4 May, 2012

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen…
I am honoured to offer these opening remarks today at this Conference Africa: 54 Countries, One Union.  This is a welcome opportunity for those of us who work daily on peace and security issues in Africa to discuss the relevance of regional and continental integration in addressing the challenges facing African countries. From the challenges of Peace, Security and Development, to Infrastructure and Investment, and Market Liberalisation, there are strong arguments to foster integration on the continent. 

It has long been understood at the United Nations that the peace and security challenges across the globe far surpass the United Nation’s ability to effectively and sustainably address them alone.  Nowhere has the United Nations been more stretched than in Africa, which for two decades has dominated the work of the Security Council and today hosts 74% of all United Nations peacekeepers.  
It is clear therefore, that closer relations and cooperation between the United Nations, the African Union, the regional economic communities and mechanisms and others in the field of peace and security is in everyone’s interest --- not least the people of Africa who continue to bear the brunt of many of the world’s worst conflicts and their aftermath.  

Over the past decade, the African Union and subregional organizations have significantly bolstered their role in building an architecture for peace and security on the African continent. This is a major and welcome development.  Together, our collective efforts in conflict prevention and mediation, peacekeeping and peacebuilding are making a real difference throughout the continent.

Integrating the strengths of the United Nations and the African Union has become an indispensable part of the international community’s response to crises in Africa.  The office I represent, the United Nations Office to the African Union, is in fact dedicated to this very idea. The United Nations Office for West Africa, working closely with the Economic Community of West African States, has also been active in defusing tensions throughout the sub-region. The recently established United Nations Office for Central Africa, in cooperation with the Economic Community of Central African States, plays a similar role.

Over the last few years, our operational partnership with the African Union has evolved considerably and has taken various forms. The joint/hybrid peacekeeping and mediation in Darfur, the UN logistics support to AMISOM and the UN-AU cooperation on Sudan and South Sudan are just a few that come to mind. Each partnership has had its unique benefits and challenges and with each endeavour our cooperation has evolved. With each experience we learn new lessons and develop new methodology which enhances our collective efforts. 

Of course, there is room for improvement. We often face complex and fast-moving crises, there will be differences. That is natural. Organizations with different mandates, membership and perspectives will occasionally have differences in approach. The question is how we manage those differences — how we work together. We must continue to keep thinking of new ways — new ways to further our cooperation and the creation of a global collective security mechanism that protects people and lays the groundwork for lasting peace.
*  *** *

